
TRUE RELIGION

James 1:27 - "Pure and undefiled religion 
before God and the Father is this: to visit 
orphans and widows in their trouble, and to 
keep oneself unspotted from the world."

My father passed away in 1984 leaving 
my mother a widow with enough insurance 
that through prudent investment, 
supported her until her death a few years 
ago. She also had the love and support of 
her six children, especially my oldest 
brother, to make sure she wanted for 
nothing. I'm sure this scenerio is typical of 
millions of families in Canada today which 
is a tribute to the strength of family. 

But there are thousand's who have no 
such family support in their time of trouble 
and it's often part of the root cause of 
many of the homeless that I have met over 
the years who either have no family or have 
a family that is dysfunctional at best. 
Family is the very essence of God's nature. 
The Christmas story itself revolves around 
a family, a manger and a Son sent to 
reconcile mankind to the Father. The church 
is an extension of God's family and for 
many of the people we serve, it's often the 
only family they know. 

Providing housing, food, clothing and 
programs meets the immediate physical 
needs of people but without caring 
relationships, the sense of belonging is 
lost. 

True religion surrounds individuals 
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with caring relationships that over time 
brings healing and wholeness. One 
congregation member (who will remain 
nameless) came into one of our houses 
after spending years living under a bridge 
and bound in addiction. The story of her life 
and the severe hardship she endured as a 
child sparked true compassion in staff and 
volunteers. But as her pain and dysfunction 
began to surface, it was the church family 
and the individuals who had come through 
similar experiences that helped her walk 
through the healing process.  Today this 
individual after a year and half in our 
women's house now has a place of her own 
and equally important remains connected 
to the church family. 

Christmas is a time when those 
without family feel the most alone. Our aim 
is to alleviate that loneliness through 
Christmas dinners and outreaches in the 
communities of Ogden, Forest Lawn and 
Bowness. Thanks to the 2016  '300 
campaign', we have increased volunteers, 
food distribution and only need $27,000 to 
reach our $300,000 financial goal before 
the end of the year. I would like to thank all 
of you that have helped us in this campaign 
in the past year and if you still would like 
to contribute or volunteer, please know that 
you will be creating a sense of family and 
belonging for someone who needs it this 
holiday season.
Psalm 68:5-6 - "A father to the fatherless, a 
defender of widows is God in his 
habitation. God sets the solitary into 
family"



NOVEMBER 27 - DINNER AND SERIES KICK START
DECEMBER 4 - BAPTISM
DECEMBER 11 - KIDS CONCERT
DECEMBER 18 - PARTNERSHIP DINNER
DECEMBER 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLE SERVICE
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Jim and Neil have have different stories, and 
thus different reasons as to how they came to 
Victory Housing. 

Neil is 72 years young, was married and has a 
son. Neil was a baker for 50 years as well as a 
Master Baker for 15 years before retiring. Neil has 
volunteered with Eastside Outreach for over five 
years in several capacities. Once he retired Neil's 
housing became unsafe due to other peoples 
addictions and it was then that he came to our 
mens building in Ogden. Our Ogden building 
provides safe, supportive and high quality housing 
with meals to the men that live there.

Jim is 63, was married for 23 years and has 
four children. Jim was employed his whole life and 
it was five years ago that Jim decided to slow 
down and took a job PT at Safeway. Jim also found 
himself in a position where he was faced with the 
poor option of unsafe housing due to his income 
level, and it was over a year ago that Jim came to 
us. Jim now oversees some of our maintenance 
routines here at the Ogden Manor. 

Jim and Neil are both apart of the greater 
community in mens housing, and specifically in  
their case they have weekly shared meals with 
select friends on Saturday and Sunday nights. Both 
participate in our community in different ways, 
volunteering, holding various responsibilities, 
attending both of our churches, attending Bible 
Study and acting as mentors to others. This is 
what safe housing does for people, it takes them 
out of dangerous and vulnerable situations and 
affords them the opportunity to move beyond 
meeting their crisis needs. Which in this case has 
afforded them the opportunity to pursue peer 
relationships, give back to others, and move into 
and forward in their relationship with God 
through Christ. 

If you are interested in a tour, or want to 
know more about what we do, call 
587.227.6875

Neil and Jim at the Victory Men's conference in 
Lake Louise this November.
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